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Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121 (d). 
1 1 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-1 52. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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Claims 1 to 12 are pending. 

Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1 , 2, 5, 6, 9-1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as being anticipated 
by Morehouse et al (U.S. 5,426,562). Morehouse discloses (figures 21 to 26) a jacket 
10-1 for a disk drive 20-1 , the jacket being formed from cushioning material (column 20 
lines 10 to 15) and provided with holes 1 1-1,12-1 which will inherently act to promote 
deformation. The jacket may be formed with projections (figure 25B for example). The 
disk drive housing reads on the inner first housing while the fence 30-1 and cover 44-1 
read on the outer second housing, with the inner housing within the outer housing and 
the cushioning material jacket sandwiched therebetween. As to claim 1 1 , at column 20 
- lines 10 to 26 Morehouse states that the shock absorbent jacket may be formed from 
an elastomer or other material having the rippled, ribbed or beaded patterns such as 
shown in figures 25A-25E and he does not limit such patterns as being limited to just a 
part of the jacket so the Examiners position is that Morehouse is disclosing that the 
whole jacket may be provided with the pattern. 

The amendment filed 8-19-2005 added language to claims 1, 3, 5, and 7 setting 
forth, concerning the main body, having a space "within which at least a portion of a 
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corner of said first housing is received and having a portion which comes into" contact 
with an outer housing surface of the first housing. This language does not define over 
Morehouse in that the main body 10-1 of the cushioning material jacket encompasses 
the corners of the disk drive housing, i.e., the first housing, and is in contact therewith. 

The amendment filed 8-19-2005 added language to claim 1 setting forth that 
"said projection being so configured that it can deform within a space under said second 
housing to absorb shock". Similar language is added to claim 5. This language does 
not define over Morehouse in that the projections shown in figure 25C have rounded 
tops such that space will be left between adjacent tops contacting the second housing 
and this space will allow the projections to conform to absorb shock. 

Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 3, 4, 7, 8, and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Morehouse et al in view of Shimada et al (6,283,438). This rejection 
addresses applicant's challenge to the Examiner's contention that the openings 1 1- 
1,12-1 of Morehouse will inherently act to promote deformation upon being subject to 
shock from the first and second housings. Since this new rejection is in response to 
applicant's challenge, this office action may be made Final. 
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Shimada discloses that openings on a housing may assist in deformation (note 
elements 21 h, figures 13 and 14, and the associated disclosure). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made that the openings of Morehouse would have inherently acted to 
promote deformation upon being subject to shock from the first and second housings. 
The reason would have been: Shimada is evidence promoting the Examiner's assertion 
of inherency in that Shimada shows a shock absorbing holder for a disk drive with the 
holder having openings and Shimada states that such openings allow deformation to 
happen to assist in preventing shock from damaging the disk drive. 

5. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CTR 1 .1 36(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jefferson A. Evans whose telephone number is 571- 
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272-7574. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday, 9:00am to 
5:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, A. L. Wellington can be reached on 571-272-4483. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Jefferson A. Evans 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2652 
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